CRISIS   IN   CHINA
the index expurgatorius. A hare month before the
Sian coup, the National Salvation Association was
suppressed, and seven of its most prominent leaders
clapped into prison on the ridiculous charge of
"propagating doctrines contrary to the'Three Peoples'
Principles/*
The arrests at Shanghai were the signal for the
Sian revolt, though it was Chiang Kai-shek's attempt
to continue with the campaign against the Kc-d
Armies that actually provoked it. And the issue
raised at Sian was this fundamental question of
national policy: "unification of the country" along
the familiar lines of suppression by force of all
opposition elements, and the old inconclusive
"diplomacy" with Japan; or the organic unity of all
parties in tin attempt at effective resistance. The
"banner of revolt" hoisted by Chang Usueh-liang
with the defiance of desperation, was the banner of
a democratic united front of national liberation. The
choice offered to Chiang Kai-shek was the choice
between democracy and dictatorship, between civil
peace and civil war, between surrender to Japanese
imperialism and the continuing struggle of national
revolution. If the lesson of Sian has been learnt, and
the result of that December mutiny should indeed
prove to be the reconciliation of warring elements
and the growth of a real United Front in China, then
the midwinter of 1936-37 tnay prove a turning-point
in Far Eastern history,
Madame Chiang Kai-shek, who played HO coura-
geous and devoted a part throughout the Sian crisis,
has told very frankly her own story of the coup <j*etat
In a series of articles which appeared originally in
the New York Time$. This, and the " Diary1* of* the